AREA 1 DRESSAGE – NLRC TEAM at INGLISTON
Saturday 1 March 2008
Well, we went, we survived the gale force winds and driving rain, we competed (still in the gale force winds and driving rain) and we came home again!! 

It has been a few years since NLRC have sent a team somewhere, but a few brave souls agreed to be part of the dressage team going to the Area 1 winter dressage qualifier held at Ingliston Equestrian at Bishopton in Glasgow.   We had 4 participants (Mary Smith on Billy K; Susan Thomson on Lipstik, Powder and Paint; Cheryl Robertson on What’s the Chances; and Jacqui Richardson on Tosca) with Mary and Susan doing Prelim 12 and Cheryl and Jacqui doing Novice 27.   Unfortunately, due to the gales, Mary had to withdraw as it was too risky towing the trailer on the Saturday morning.   This meant Susan with Lippi were flying the flag for NLRC in the Prelim classes.   While Ingliston is a beautiful setting, with superb arenas, unfortunately the team competition was being held outside, and although we left East Lothian wearing sunglasses, by the time we got there it was into the waterproofs, hats and gloves (and that was the riders – yours truly was wearing 5 layers of clothing and only stopped at that as the jacket wasn’t big enough to fit over any more).   Susan did well under difficult weather conditions, while Lippi decided to show off by demonstrating counter canter no matter how nicely (or how often!) she was asked for the correct lead (that’s horses for you).    
Cheryl and Jacqui were on next in adjacent arenas at the same time – this could have made it a bit tricky for me reading for them both but luckily Angela was on hand to read for Cheryl.   Chance and Cheryl were stars and ended up 12th out of 21 which was excellent.   Tosca, in the next arena, who had worked in so well, decided that the goings on in the car park were much more interesting than concentrating on a dressage test and the resultant marks were rather harsh.  

So no prizes BUT a great experience for everyone concerned.   Congratulations to all the team members who drove all that way for a 5 minute dressage test.   Other Clubs may be more “professional” (huge lorries, matching fleeces for team members, posh horses) but we want our members to be able to take part, do their best, and have fun.   If we win anything, that’s a bonus!   Roll on the better weather and the next team event!
Jenny Wilkinson
Chairwoman
PS If you are ever through in Ingliston in Glasgow, Jacqui and I recommend the cheeseburgers in the restaurant – hand made and cooked while you wait, huge and delicious (in fact, so big we couldn’t finish them).

PPS And while you are there, avail yourself of the poshest toilets you will ever be in wearing your scruffy outdoor clothes!

